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Melanie Dunea meets Heat in this award-winning photographer's stunning celebration of

world-famous chefs and their final meals.Â Chefs have been playing the "My Last Supper" game

among themselves for decades, if not centuries, but it had always been kept within the profession

until now. Melanie Dunea came up with the ingenious idea to ask fifty of the world's famous chefs to

let her in on this insider's game and tell her what their final meals would be. My Last Supper

showcases their fascinating answers alongside stunning Vanity Fair-style portraits. Their responses

are surprising, refreshing, and as distinct from each other as the chefs themselves. The

portraits--gorgeous, intimate, and playful--are informed by their answers and reveal the passions

and personalities of the most respected names in the business. Lastly, one recipe from each

landmark meal is included in the back of the book. With My Last Supper, Dunea found a way into

the typically harried, hidden minds of the people who have turned preparing food into an art. Who

wouldn't want to know where Alain Ducasse would like his supper to be? And who would prepare

Daniel Boulud's final meal? What would Anthony Bourdain's guest list look like? As the clock ticked,

what album would Gordon Ramsay be listening to? And just what would Mario Batali eat for the last

time? Â Featuring: FerrÃ¡n AdriÃ , JosÃ© AndrÃ©s, Dan Barber, Lidia Bastianich, Mario Batali, Rick

Bayless, Michelle Bernstein, Daniel Boulud, Anthony Bourdain, Scott Conant, Gary Danko,

HÃ©lÃ¨ne Darroze, Alain Ducasse, Wylie Dufresne, Suzanne Goin, Gabrielle Hamilton, Fergus

Henderson, Thomas Keller, Giorgio Locatelli, Masa Kobayashi, Nobu, Jamie Oliver, Jacques Pepin,

Gordon Ramsay, Michel Richard, Eric Ripert, Marcus Samuelsson, Charlie Trotter, Jean-Georges

Vongerichten and moreâ€¦
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`My Last Supper' by photographer, Melanie Dunea is a culinary tabletop book for browsing while

waiting for the host of the evening to bring out the coffee and brandy / sherry / cordials. It is graced

by an introduction by the culinary journalist ombudsman, Anthony Bourdain, who adds some cachet

to the book's premise by stating that the `game' of relating one's preferred last meal is a common

recreation in the kitchens and after hours back rooms of restaurants around the world for decades, if

not centuries.It is important to note that the principal author's primary vocation is photography,

because the photographs of the forty-nine chefs / culinary professionals who participated in this

project are by far the most interesting offering in this volume. Each pic is decorated by the chefs'

answers to the same five questions. These are `What would be your last meal on earth?', `What

would be the setting for the meals?', `What would you drink with your meal?', `Who would be your

dining companions?', and `Who would prepare the meals?'. The answer to the second question

contributes much to the setting for the chef's photograph, although I suspect that the chefs

themselves had much to say regarding their pose and backdrop. I am quite impressed by the fact

that the photographer and her team have been able to corral 32 people out of the 49 whom I

recognize by both name and visage. In fact, I have reviewed books written by over 25 (over half) of

the principals. The selection is so good, it's interesting to note the very few famous chefs who are

not captured, such as Wolfgang Puck, Emeril Lagasse, Bobby Flay, and Alice Waters. On the other

hand, we do get such luminaries as Ferran Adria, Jamie Oliver, Mario Batali, Daniel Boulud, Nobu,

Rick Bayless, and Thomas Keller.
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